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Spring has finally come! Being from the
always-warm state of California, this
was by far the coldest winter I've ever
experienced. I'm glad to make it out
alive and looking forward to the cherry
blossoms blooming again in Hiyoriyama
Park.

Today | want to introduce a part of
American culture that often takes place
in the spring and autumn. That is the
garage sale, also known as the yard sale. A garage sale is a temporary second-hand shop
that families set up in front of their homes to sell clothes, books, toys, furniture, and other
possessions they no longer need. If you've seen Toy Story, you may remember seeing old
toys be put in a box and taken outside for a garage sale.

These sales often take place in spring because many American households and offices have
"spring cleaning," a day of deep cleaning similar to what is done in Japan on New Year's Eve.
They also happen in autumn, perhaps due to the cooler weather and the fact the school year
starts around August and September.

A city neighboring my hometown held an annual citywide garage sale, where homeowners
were encouraged to all have their sales on the same day. But much more impressive than
that is the 127 Yard Sale, also known as the world's longest yard sale. Thousands of vendors
and families set up shop along US Route 27 for a nearly a full week. It spans 1,110km and
passes through six states.

Garage sales act as nice little community events where you can chat directly with the original
owner of an item. They're also an environmentally friendly way to shop since items are being
reused instead of thrown out. Check one out if you ever get the chance!
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