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Hello everyone! This will be my final column for the city newspaper. | greatly
appreciate being given the opportunity to share my experiences with the
cultural differences between Japan and the US.

It has been an eye-opening experience for me to reconnect with Japan, as
a Japanese-American who spent most of my life in the US. One small thing
is simply how people pronounce my first name correctly here. In America,

pegple pronouncsed my name in many unique ways. Most g)vﬂrl] drop the '’ g e . - " .33
and say you-ga. Some pronounce it as rai-oo-ga or rooga. Others gave up 4 & ! 3 %

completely and used silly nicknames like Yu-gi-oh and Ooga Chaka Ooga. h& iﬁff Kﬁﬁ%%ﬁ**%ﬁ BEMUKRSEFRE/ODEREASHESAIE

An important part of my job as coordinator for international relations is fTSNEU. 75 RADRRNEREIIEZR(TIY

Flizo

preparing the city to be able to attract tourists from abroad. While the
pandemic has tourism in a tight spot, | really hope that we are able to
welcome the world with open arms once it is safe to do so. Personally, |
can’t wait to share with my American friends and family all the wonderful
places and things I've discovered in Ishinomaki. From izakaya with delicious
food and warm atmospheres to the awe-inspiring views of the rias coastlines,
I'm confident there will be lots for them to enjoy. And then | would also like
to show all of the friends I've made here in Ishinomaki my home state of
California.

This is my last column, but I will still be in Ishinomaki, so feel free to drop by
city hall if you need any help with translations or sightseeing recommendations! = -
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