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Hello, nice to meet you! My name is Ryuga and | am an American from the state
of California, currently working for the tourism division in Ishinomaki City Hall
as a Coordinator for International Relations (CIR) . I will be writing a column
called "Life Across the Pacific" in the city paper every other month from now.
My parents are immigrants from Japan, so | grew up speaking some Japanese. |
studied at the University of California, Berkeley and graduated last year in May.
While in university, | worked for a summer program that taught leadership skills
to students from Tohoku, and that experience made me want to learn more
about how tsunami-hit areas like Ishinomaki recovered and rebuilt.

Although California and Ishinomaki both face the Pacific Ocean, my hometown
is very different from Ishinomaki in everything from climate to way of life. | have
been here for a little over a year now, and have discovered many wonderful
places and events. | would like to share some of these discoveries, as well as
information about my hometown through these articles.

One place | love in Ishinomaki is the recently opened Kenjo no Sato Ogatsu, a
facility with several shops selling local goods and a small museum dedicated to
Suzuri (calligraphy inkstones) . While these inkstones are not used in America, |
thought they were beautifully made and was inspired by how local traditions are
being valued and passed along to the next generation. The promenade outside
the building offers a stunning view of a bay surrounded by green mountains.

| also help run our office's Instagram
account. Please check it out!
@visit_ishinomaki
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